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COMMANDER’S COMMENTS 
 

Hope everyone enjoyed our relatively cool but wet summer and are now getting into fall activities whether it is football, 

enjoying some peace and quiet after the kids are back in school, or just watching the leaves change color. 
 

Thanks to those of you who attended the summer picnic. It was a little warm, but it was a great picnic and we had our 

largest attendance.  Thanks to Granny’s for catering, Bob Williams for organizing the event and to all those pitched in and 
helped. 
 

The Patriot’s Pen and Voice of Democracy Programs are once again in full swing.  The students and teachers at the 

respective schools, Camp Hill and Trinity High Schools for VOD and Allen, Lemoyne, Camp Hill and Good Shepherd 

Middle Schools for Patriot’s Pen are hard at work on these programs. 
 

Our Veteran’s Day Program will be on Wednesday November 11th starting at 11:00 AM.  The program will be held 

outside, weather permitting.  The guest speaker is Lt. Col. Hector L. Cruz, U.S. Air Force, who is attending the U. S. Army 

War College. 
 

Thanks to Myrna Klawitter, Mary Anna Conrad, Judy Leonard, Genny Gudz, Jay Dunn, Dave Barninger, Bill Myers, and 
Gene Arnold for making the October 6th trip to the Lebanon VA.  We had a great time with the patients!  The Ladies 

Auxiliary has scheduled our Christmas visit to the Lebanon VA Hospital on December 21st when Santa (Jay Dunn) and 

Mrs. Claus (Mary Anna Conrad) will be there. 
 

Thanks to the Ladies Auxiliary for collecting items to be sent to our troops.  Please see the box in or lobby and add what 
you can.  The YWCA of Harrisburg is holding its annual homeless veterans “stand down” in January 9-10, 2010.  Please 

watch for information in lobby. 
 

Also, it will not be long before we will have a “Toys for Tots” collection box in the lobby.  Please dig a little and put a toy 

in this box for a needy child.  Speaking of children, please check the Auxiliary President’s message about the annual 
children’s Christmas Party. 
 

You will see two additional photos displayed in the canteen with the usual VFW and Auxiliary Officers.  These are our 

own Don and Wendy Prescott.  Don and Wendy are the District 18 Commander and President for 2009-2010.  District 18 

is comprised of Cumberland, Dauphin and Lebanon Counties.  On behalf of the Post and Auxiliary Officers and members I 
want to congratulate Don and Wendy on this achievement as well as their dedication to helping active duty military and 

veterans. 
 

Finally, this could very well be the last Newsletter MAILED to your home.  Please see inside for more information. 
 

Since the grilling season is winding down please visit the Post Canteen and enjoy a delicious meal whether it be lunch or 

dinner. 
 

John Hafer 

Commander 
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Welcome to all new Regular, Ladies Auxiliary and 

Associate Members who have joined us since the 

last newsletter. 

 

For those of you that have access to a computer 

please visit www.pavfwpost7530.org.   Information 

on upcoming events is available, including bands, 

by choosing the “Calendar.” A list of current Post 

Officers, Ladies Auxiliary Officers and Board of 

Directors is also available.  Use the “Contact Us” 

button on the left side of the Home Page to send 

email to anyone for whom you may have question 

 

Regular Members – Dues are due!!  Use either the 

mailer you receive from National or stop by the 

Post.   Also, keep in mind that if you attend 50% of 

the Post meetings in 2009 and pay your 2010 dues 

by December 31, 2009 you will be eligible for a 

FREE Life Membership drawing.  Post Meetings 

are the first Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM. 

 

The Honor Guard is still looking for volunteers.  So 

far in 2009 our Honor Guard served at 7 funeral ser-

vices.  In addition to funerals, the Honor Guard also 

participates in the Memorial Day Program at Roll-

ing Green Cemetery and both the Memorial Day 

and Veterans Day Programs at our Post.  If any 

Regular VFW Member would like to be part of this 

is rewarding activity, leave a message for Bill 

Myers or Pat McNichol at 591-9092. 

 

As always, please help us keep our facility attractive 

by disposing of trash and cigarette butts properly. 

 

NEWSLETTER 

 

This could be the last newsletter MAILED to your 

home.  Starting with the Spring Newsletter our 

printer has been required, by U. S. Post Office regu-

lations, to add “Return Service Requested” beneath 

our return address on the newsletter.  What this 

means is that every newsletter that cannot be deliv-

ered by the Post Office is returned and we are 

charged .44 cents per newsletter.  Some returned 

newsletters have a new address, if the Post Office 

has one, most however are indicated undeliverable.”    

This has added to an already expensive endeavor, 

not to mention the time spent running to the Post 

Office to pick up the returned newsletters. 
 

The bottom line is that many members have not 

kept us apprised of address changes.  This is both 

annoying and time consuming for those of us deal-

ing with the newsletter.  Our time would be better 

spent serving veterans and active duty military. 
 

Also, due to escalating costs, many other organiza-

tions have discontinued newsletters completely or 

stopped mailing them. 
 

More than likely our newsletter will not be discon-

tinued.  It will be available on the Post website, 

www.pavfwpost7530.org, as it has been for the last 

two copies, and copies will be available in the Can-

teen. 
 

One additional option MAY be considered.  If you 

would like to continue receiving a newsletter at 

home, fill in the form included in this Newsletter, 

cut it out and return it to the Post.  A separate mail-

ing list may be generated.  Do NOT call the Post, 

the bartenders will not take this information over the 

phone. 

 

John Hafer, 

Commander � 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KEEP RECEIVING THE VFW NEWSLETTER THROUGH THE MAIL,  
YOU MUST FILL OUT THIS FORM AND RETURN IT TO:  

 
VFW POST 7530, 4545 WESTPORT DRIVE, MECHANICSBURG, PA 17055 

 
 
NAME                     
 
ADDRESS                    
 
PHONE #        
 
Membership (circle one):   Regular   Auxiliary   Social 



TAPS 
 
 

Tom Rodgers 

Ladies Auxiliary 

 

The District 18 VFW Ladies Auxiliary goal for 2010 is 

to obtain 100% membership by December 31, 2009.   

By continuing to maintain and increase our member-

ship, we will be honoring AMERICA'S VETERANS.  

Membership in the Ladies Auxiliary to the Veterans of 

Foreign Wars is one way to give back to our Veterans.  

 

Please submit your dues:  $15.00 for regular members 

and the $2.00 Cancer Aid fee for life members to: Judy 

Barninger, Treasurer. Checks should be made payable 

to the Lower Allen Ladies Auxiliary and mailed to: 

4545 Westport Drive, Mechanicsburg, Pa 17055.  Re-

minder:  Do not include the $4.00 Home Association 

Canteen fee in your check, this is paid at the Post.  

 

A BIG thanks to everyone who came to the Ladies Aux-

iliary Spaghetti Dinner and supported this project. I 

especially want to thank all the Auxiliary members and 

friends whose hard work made this event a success.  

 

The Annual Christmas Party hosted by the Post and 

Ladies Auxiliary will be held on December 13th from 

1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M.  Children ages 10 and under are 

invited.  The sign-up sheet will be posted at the VFW on 

November 2nd with a deadline of December 1st.  Also 

attending the Christmas Party will be Santa, Mrs. 

Claus and Santa's special Elf.  

 

The Ladies Auxiliary will be holding their Annual 

Poppy sale in May 2010.  Mary Anna Conrad and 

Linda Kroeck will co-chair this event.  Anyone inter-

ested in helping please contact a member of the Auxil-

iary.  

 

The Post and Ladies Auxiliary are planning another 

visit to the Veterans Hospital in Lebanon on December 

21st.  Also attending this event will be Santa and Mrs. 

Claus.  Anyone interested in participating in this all 

important visit please contact Myrna Klawitter, chair-

man of this event.  

 

Veterans Day services will be held at the Post on No-

vember 11th at 11:00 A.M. Please plan to attend and 

pay homage to our Veterans.  

 

The next Auxiliary meeting will be held on November 

2nd at 7:00 pm.  On the agenda for this meeting is our 

annual inspection.  Please make an effort to come to 

this meeting and support your Ladies Auxiliary.  The 

following Auxiliary meeting will be held on December 

7th, please plan to attend and bring an eligible friend.  

 

I am looking forward to a great fall and Holiday Season 

full of projects and festivities as we continue to support 

our Veterans and their families.  Should you need addi-

tional information concerning the Auxiliary and their 

activities please contact me at 697-5544.  

 

Thank you for your support,  

Joyce Elfreth, President 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
As mentioned in the Spring Newsletter we have taken 
steps to enhance our grounds with landscaping im-
provements.  We want to thank Black Landscape 
Contracting of Mechanicsburg for donating a design 
for this endeavor.  We hope to have the work started 
next Spring if we receive enough in donations to de-
fer the cost. 
 
The Board has decided on 3 levels of donations as 
follows: 
 
1. Silver Donation – $100-$499.   
 Name listed on silver plaque inside building. 
2. Gold Donation - $500 or more.   
 Name listed on gold plaque inside building. 
3. Designated Planting Area (DPA) – There are 5 DPA’s 
 with donation values ranging from $800-$1000.   
 Donations at this level will result in a plaque in the 
 DPA and a listing on the indoor gold plaque. 
 
The design is posted in our small meeting room and 
you are welcome to view it there.  Donations should 
be by check indicating they are for landscaping.  If 
you are interested in donating for a DPA please con-
tact the Board President.  All donations in any 
amount will be accepted and appreciated. 
 
        Jay Dunn, 
        Board President 
 

 

 

SICK CALL 

 

Jim Thorne – Clairmont Nursing Home 
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Upcoming Events 
 

 2009         2010 

2 November 7:00 PM  Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 

 

4 November 7:00 PM  Post Meeting 

 

6 November    Band – Don Johnson 

 

11 November 11:00 AM Veterans Day Program  

      at Post 
 

20 November   Band – Special Friends 

 

 

 

2 December 7:00 PM  Post Meeting 

 

7 December 7:00 PM  Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 

 

4 December     Band – Distractions 

 

25 December    Christmas - Canteen Closed 
 

31 December    New Years Eve 

      Band Special Friends 

4 January  7:00 PM Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 

 

6 January 7:00 PM Post Meeting 

 

8 January    Band – Flashback 

 

22 January    Band – Cornwallace 

 

 

 

1 February  7:00 PM Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 

 

3 February  7:00 PM Post Meeting 

 

 

 

NOTE: Be sure to check the sign in the lobby  
for any band changes and the announcement board for 

any meeting changes.   
NOTE - All bands are from 8:30 PM till 12:30 AM 


